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achieve independence through non-violent means and if
we are to achieve the boycott of foreign cloth on which we
began concentration in 1920.

Of men's part in the boycott I have said enough in my
speech which I unexpectedly delivered to the men who
had come to Dandi. Suffice it here to say that men will
damage the movement, if they will meddle with women's
picketing wherever it is undertaken by the latter.

Young India, 17-4r'30

82
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This production means Rs. 30,000 distributed to 30,000
of the poor women of Bihar. Come with me to the Ichadi
centres of Darbhanga, and see the joy and happiness the
charkha  has  brought to  those  Hindu  and  Mussalman
women. If it cannot give work to more, it is not my fault
but yours. If you do not care to purchase the products of
their hands, the work cannot progress. Every yard of
khaddar you purchase means a few coppers in the hands
of those women. A few coppers and not more. But it
means few coppers where none was carried before. I saw
the fallen women in Rajahmundry and Barisal. A young
girl came  and said to  me:   " Gandhi,  what can your
charkha give us ? The men who come to us pay Rs 5 to 10
for a few minutes." I said to her the charkha could not
give them that but, if they renounced the life of sliame, I
could arrange to teach them spinning and weaving and
help them to earn a decent living. As I listened to that girl
my heart sank within me, and I asked God why I was also
not born a woman. But if I was not born a woman, I can
become a woman, and it is for the women of India, a large
number of whom do not get even an anna per day, that I
am going about the country with my spinning wheel and
my begging bowl.

Young India, 10-2-'27
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